
 

     

How to Determine Your 2019-2020 Federal Pell Grant Award 
You can calculate the amount(s) of your Federal Pell Grant award for the Summer 2019, Fall 2019 or 
Spring 2020 semesters by using the award schedule on the next page and other information from your 
Student Aid Report (SAR). Your SAR is a print or PDF summary of the information you reported on your 
2019-2020 FAFSA. It contains information you will need to help you determine how much Pell you may be 
eligible for. Your SAR can be accessed online at https://www.FAFSA.gov.  You will need your FSA ID to be 
able to view and download your SAR. 

How to Use the Federal Pell Grant Award Chart 
To use the Pell Grant Award Chart, you will need to know your Expected Family Contribution (EFC) and 
your enrollment status. The EFC is the index number generated when you file a FAFSA and when you 
meet the Basic Eligibility Criteria.  Enrollment status is the classification you fall into based on the number 
of credits for which you are registered and in attendance. Enrollment status credit weighting is defined 
below. You can determine your enrollment status from your class schedule on your CUNYfirst Student 
Center and find your EFC on your SAR. 

1. Locate your EFC on your paper or electronic SAR. 

2. Determine your enrollment status credit weighting: Full-time = 12 or more credits; 3/4 time = 9-11 
credits; half-time = 6-8 credits; and less than 1/2 time = 1-5 credits. 

3. On the Pell Grant Award Schedule, look at the left-hand column labeled "Expected Family Contribution 
(EFC)" and find the range of numbers containing your particular EFC. 

4. Look at the columns to the right labeled with the different enrollment statuses. For each enrollment 
status there is an annual and semester amount indicated. The appropriate PELL Grant award 
amounts for every EFC are printed for each enrollment status by annual and term amounts. Find the 
column for your enrollment status and move across the same row as your EFC until you find the 
award amount for your particular enrollment status. Pay careful attention to the term specific award 
column since this reflects your eligibility based on the specific term’s enrollment status.  

Federal Pell Grant Ineligible Categories 
• If you have already earned a bachelor’s degree, either abroad or within the U.S., you are not eligible for 

the Federal Pell Grant regardless of your EFC. 
• If you are pursuing a graduate degree then you are not eligible for the Federal Pell Grant regardless of 

your EFC. 
• If your FAFSA is in a rejected status, meaning that you did not provide all information needed for the 

U.S. Department of Education to complete the processing of your application or there are other conflicts 
with the application, you will not have an EFC and you will not be able to determine your Federal Pell 
grant eligibility until the rejected status has been resolved. Refer to the comments section on your SAR 
for instructions on how to resolve the reject status condition or speak with a financial aid representative.  

Lifetime Eligibility Usage 
The Federal Pell Grant Program allows a student to receive up to 6 full-time years or 600% of the Federal Pell 
Grant award. This 6 year limitation is called Lifetime Eligibility Usage or LEU.  If you are in your last year of 
Federal Pell Grant eligibility it is possible that your Federal Pell Grant award may be reduced, regardless of 
your EFC, to meet the LEU requirement.   

Year Round Pell 
For more information on year round Pell eligibility refer to our Year Round Pell FAQ 

     

https://www.fafsa.gov/
https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/eligibility/basic-criteria
https://ssologin.cuny.edu/cuny.html?resource_url=https%3A%2F%2Fhome.cunyfirst.cuny.edu%252Fpsp%252Fcnyepprd%252FEMPLOYEE%252FEMPL%252Fh%252F%3Ftab%253DDEFAULT
http://www.brooklyn.cuny.edu/web/about/offices/financial/finaidfaq.php


Expected Family 
Contribution 

(EFC)

Semester Full-
Time

Semester Three-
Quarter Time

Semester Half-
Time

Semester Less 
than Half-Time

0 To 0 $3,097.50 $2,323.00 $1,549.00 $774.50
1 To 100 $3,072.50 $2,304.50 $1,536.50 $768.00
101 To 200 $3,022.50 $2,267.00 $1,511.50 $755.50
201 To 300 $2,972.50 $2,229.50 $1,486.50 $743.00
301 To 400 $2,922.50 $2,192.00 $1,461.50 $730.50
401 To 500 $2,872.50 $2,154.50 $1,436.50 $718.00
501 To 600 $2,822.50 $2,117.00 $1,411.50 $705.50
601 To 700 $2,772.50 $2,079.50 $1,386.50 $693.00
701 To 800 $2,722.50 $2,042.00 $1,361.50 $680.50
801 To 900 $2,672.50 $2,004.50 $1,336.50 $668.00
901 To 1000 $2,622.50 $1,967.00 $1,311.50 $655.50
1001 To 1100 $2,572.50 $1,929.50 $1,286.50 $643.00
1101 To 1200 $2,522.50 $1,892.00 $1,261.50 $630.50
1201 To 1300 $2,472.50 $1,854.50 $1,236.50 $618.00
1301 To 1400 $2,422.50 $1,817.00 $1,211.50 $605.50
1401 To 1500 $2,372.50 $1,779.50 $1,186.50 $593.00
1501 To 1600 $2,322.50 $1,742.00 $1,161.50 $580.50
1601 To 1700 $2,272.50 $1,704.50 $1,136.50 $568.00
1701 To 1800 $2,222.50 $1,667.00 $1,111.50 $555.50
1801 To 1900 $2,172.50 $1,629.50 $1,086.50 $543.00
1901 To 2000 $2,122.50 $1,592.00 $1,061.50 $530.50
2001 To 2100 $2,072.50 $1,554.50 $1,036.50 $518.00
2101 To 2200 $2,022.50 $1,517.00 $1,011.50 $505.50
2201 To 2300 $1,972.50 $1,479.50 $986.50 $493.00
2301 To 2400 $1,922.50 $1,442.00 $961.50 $480.50
2401 To 2500 $1,872.50 $1,404.50 $936.50 $468.00
2501 To 2600 $1,822.50 $1,367.00 $911.50 $455.50
2601 To 2700 $1,772.50 $1,329.50 $886.50 $443.00
2701 To 2800 $1,722.50 $1,292.00 $861.50 $430.50
2801 To 2900 $1,672.50 $1,254.50 $836.50 $418.00
2901 To 3000 $1,622.50 $1,217.00 $811.50 $405.50
3001 To 3100 $1,572.50 $1,179.50 $786.50 $393.00
3101 To 3200 $1,522.50 $1,142.00 $761.50 $380.50
3201 To 3300 $1,472.50 $1,104.50 $736.50 $368.00
3301 To 3400 $1,422.50 $1,067.00 $711.50 $355.50
3401 To 3500 $1,372.50 $1,029.50 $686.50 $343.00
3501 To 3600 $1,322.50 $992.00 $661.50 $330.50
3601 To 3700 $1,272.50 $954.50 $636.50 $318.00
3701 To 3800 $1,222.50 $917.00 $611.50 $0.00
3801 To 3900 $1,172.50 $879.50 $586.50 $0.00
3901 To 4000 $1,122.50 $842.00 $561.50 $0.00
4001 To 4100 $1,072.50 $804.50 $536.50 $0.00
4101 To 4200 $1,022.50 $767.00 $511.50 $0.00
4201 To 4300 $972.50 $729.50 $486.50 $0.00
4301 To 4400 $922.50 $692.00 $461.50 $0.00
4401 To 4500 $872.50 $654.50 $436.50 $0.00
4501 To 4600 $822.50 $617.00 $411.50 $0.00
4601 To 4700 $772.50 $579.50 $386.50 $0.00
4701 To 4800 $722.50 $542.00 $361.50 $0.00
4801 To 4900 $672.50 $504.50 $336.50 $0.00
4901 To 5000 $622.50 $467.00 $311.50 $0.00
5001 To 5100 $572.50 $429.50 $0.00 $0.00
5101 To 5200 $522.50 $392.00 $0.00 $0.00
5201 To 5300 $472.50 $354.50 $0.00 $0.00
5301 To 5400 $422.50 $317.00 $0.00 $0.00
5401 To 5500 $372.50 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
5501 To 5576 $328.50 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
5577 To 9999 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
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